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Predatory flying insects; four wings

Order Odonata

Sub orders: Dragonflies (Anisoptera) & 

Damselflies (Zygoptera)



Dragonfly & Damselfly

Anatomy
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Fossil evidence as early as 300 

million years ago carboniferous period

Descendants of dragonflies with 6 ft. 

wing spans

Odous means “tooth”

6,000+ species in the world, 450+ 

found in North America, & 169 found 

in Ohio and counting

“Primitive in their evolutionary history but advanced in their biology” 

Dennis Paulson



Males set up and defend 

mating territories along 

ponds, rivers, or streams

Courtship minimal

Form mating wheel

Oviposit 





Can spend 7+ years as a 

nymph

Incomplete metamorphosis

Strong labium catches prey

Sheds exuviae

Teneral= freshly hatched
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Identify every species for 

each county

Spread knowledge of 

Odes

Create an all of 

Ohio ID field guide



Photo submissions

Physical collections



Side Profile

Top (dorsal) View

Terminal appendages





Lestidae - Spreadwing Damsels

Calopterygidae - Broad-winged Damsels

Coenagrionidae- Pond Damsels

Dusky Dancer



Emerald Spreadwing
Slender Spreadwing



Ebony Jewelwing

American Rubyspot



Violet Dancer



Eastern Forktail



Azure Bluet
Tule Bluet



Petaluridae- Petaltails

Aeshnidae- Darners

Gomphidae- Clubtails

Cordulegastridae- Spiketails

Macromiidae- Cruisers

Corduliidae- Emeralds

Libellulidae- Skimmers

Slaty Skimmer



1 species in 

Ohio

Gray Petaltail



17 species in Ohio

Comet Darner



30 species in Ohio

Pygmy Clubtail
Unicorn Clubtail



5 species in Ohio

Arrowhead Spiketail



7 species in Ohio

Stream Cruiser



17 species in Ohio

Prince Baskettail



38 species in Ohio

Dot-tailed Whiteface

Banded Pennant
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